吉澤奈津美　Yoshizawa Natsumi

～HAPPY　BIRTHDAY～

The opening of this story begins on the birthday of the main character, but she is sad. 

Her name is “Asuka”. 


This story begins on the main character Asuka’s sad birthday.

On this day, it is Asuka’s birthday. She is very glad in the morning. Because her mother is usually cold to her, but today she was kind. But that night, her mother said she didn’t like her.  Asuka became very sad and lost her voice. Then it rained suddenly
Asuka’s mother Shizuyo is usually cold, but she was nice today.  Asuka was happy.  But Asuka soon was sad and lost her voice.  Naoto saw that Asuka was sick and called Shizuyo.  But Shizuyo only said she was busy and that Asuka would be OK if she slept.  Naoto then noticed that Asuka lost her voice.  After this, Asuka said it would be good if she had never been born. When Naoto heard this, he wanted to protect Asuka.  So Naoto took Asuka to her grandparents in Fukushima.  Her grandparents were very friendly.  The countryside and animals soon made Asuka happy, and her voice came back.  Soon it was April, and Asuka started school. Her homeroom was Mr. Kurosawa. He was a young teacher. In her new class, a girl named Yoriko was called "Baikin", and was bullied by a boy named Daisuke.  But, Mr. Kurosawa did nothing.  So Yoriko’s heart was hurt by the teacher, too.  One day Yoriko came to school and was bullied again.  So she tried to jump from the window.  Yoriko really wanted to die then.  But Asuka was kind to Yoriko and Yoriko was happy.  But Yoriko soon began to bully another girl, Machiko.  When there was a class visit, Asuka told about the bullying. And so, everybody became friends again.  After this, Asuka started an exchange program with a school for handicapped children.  And she became friends with a girl named Megumi.  But one day, Asuka’s grandfather fell down.  Asuka rushed home, but she wasn’t in time and her grandfather died.  Asuka was very sad.  And then, three weeks later her friend Megumi died.  Soon, Shizuyo told Asuka that she looked like her dead older sister, Haruno.  Shizuyo’s parents were only nice to Haruno.  But Haruno died when she was 16.  After she heard this, Asuka decided to call Shizuyo “mother”.  Shizuyo was very nice to Asuka from then on.  On Asuka’s next birthday, everyone was very happy and could have a happy birthday party together.  

When I read this book, I really understood the heart of a bullied person.  So I think that bullying must be stopped.
